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Switching for Success:
An Evidence-Based Strategy

Statement of Need

Atypical antipsychotics represent a tremendous
advance in the treatment of schizophrenia and

a wide variety of psychotic disorders. Their
superior tolerability and side effect profile are
significant advantages over the first-generation
antipsychotics. However, clinicians have
recognized that there are unique differences

in the tolerability and efficacy profiles of these
agents. In this evidence-based psychCME TV
activity, the experts will offer practical suggestions
for identifying patients who, due to suboptimal
efficacy or tolerability and safety issues, may
benefit from switching antipsychotics. The faculty
experts will also address when to switch, as well as
strategies to ensure a smooth transition to a newer
antipsychotic drug.

Activity Goal
To implement strategies for successfully switching
atypical antipsychotics.

Learning Objectives

At the end of this CE activity, participants should

be able to:

- Identify appropriate candidates for switching
antipsychotic therapy.
Effectively manage side effects during the
antipsychotic switch.
Develop a dose titration strategy to ensure
efficacy throughout the switching process.

Target Audience

Physicians, nurses, psychologists, social workers,
pharmacists, and other healthcare professionals
with an interest in mental health.

Commercial Support

The FCG Institute for Continuing Education and
CME Outfitters, LLC, gratefully acknowledge an
educational grant from Pfizer Inc. in support of
this CE activity.

Credit Information

CME Accreditation and Credit Designation:
This activity has been planned and implemented
in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies
of the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education through the joint sponsorship
of The FCG Institute for Continuing Education
and CME Outfitters, LLC. The FCG Institute

for Continuing Education is accredited by the
ACCME to provide continuing medical education
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Email:

PVA

for physicians. The FCG Institute for Continuing
Education designates this educational activity

for a maximum of 1.0 category 1 credits toward
the AMA Physician’s Recognition Award. Each
physician should claim only those credits that he/
she actually spent in the activity.

CNE Accreditation and Credit Designation:
This activity for 1.2 contact hours has been
approved by The FCG Institute for Continuing
Education. The FCG Institute for Continuing
Education is approved as a provider of continuing
education in nursing by the Colorado Nurses
Association, which is accredited as an approver

of continuing education in nursing by the
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s (ANCC)
Commission on Accreditation.

CEP Approval and Credit Designation: This
program is cosponsored by The FCG Institute for
Continuing Education and CME Outfitters, LLC.
The FCG Institute for Continuing Education

is approved by the American Psychological
Association to offer continuing education for
psychologists. The FCG Institute for Continuing
Education maintains responsibility for the
program. The FCG Institute for Continuing
Education is offering 1.0 credits for successful
completion of this program.

NASW Credit: This activity has been submitted
to the National Association of Social Workers
for approval of 1.0 continuing education contact
hours. Formal approval pending.

CPE Accreditation and Credit Designation:
The FCG Institute for Continuing

% Education is accredited by the American
® Council on Pharmaceutical Education

as a provider of continuing pharmaceutical

education. This program has been assigned the

Universal Program Number 086-999-03-032-L01

(live presentation) and 086-999-03-032-HO01

(recorded programs) and has been approved for

1.2 contact hours (0.12 CEUs).

To receive credit, participants must review all
activity materials in their entirety, score 70% or
above on a post-test, and fully complete and
return both the credit request form and activity
evaluation. A certificate or statement of credit will
be mailed to all who successfully complete these
requirements.
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